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Report of the President
To the Trustees of Trinity College:

A s President of Trinity College since March of 1953, I have the
rl. honor to submit to you herewith a report on the 130th academic year of the College. Since my stewardship of the College
covered but a fraction of 1952-1953, the report here included of
the Vice President and Dean, who served as Acting President
for the major portion of the past academic year, covers most of
the points that the President normally would discuss.
The College, I am happy to report, is functioning effectively.
It bridged with added lustre the difficult period of transition
between its thirteenth and fourteenth presidents. For this, full
credit goes to Dr. Arthur H. Hughes ~ho with consummate skill
and wise understanding served on two occasions as Acting President. Trinity can never repay the debt it owes to our highly
respected Vice President and Dean.
During my brief period at Trinity, the student body, the
faculty and the administrative staff have impressed me most
favorably. These three important parts of the College are all of
high calibre. The cooperation among them has produced a spirit,
an esprit de corps, on the campus that is most encouraging and
heartening. Their actions convince me, as the College begins its
131st year, that Trinity is in a peculiarly unique position to
render even more significant service in the years ahead.
The role of the undergraduate in these trying days of tension
and hysteria continues to be a most difficult one. At the same
time his role is one of singular importance. He is attending college at a time when the vagaries of uncertainty as to his future
cause restlessness and concern. The continuation of the so-called
"cold war"; the prolongation of the serious conflict between the
forces of freedom and totalitarianism; the lack of a definite and
long-range policy in regard to the obligations of military service
-all make it difficult for the student to face the problem of college
with a normal and rational point of view.
These factors emphasize, however, the importance of college
training, and particularly, in these days of over-specialization and

s

of technical and scientific advance, of sound education in the
liberal arts. I recently outlined in my Inaugural Address Trinity's
role in the current world: "It is thus the high mission of the
College to promote the intellectual, physical, moral and spiritual
development of the young men entrusted to our care so that they
may become intelligent, self-reliant, upright and enlightened
citizens and leaders, whose personal lives are happy, fruitful
and meaningful. We aim to train them to be qualified effectively
to meet the complex problems of the exciting world in which
they live; to develop character, which is the proper blending
- of wisdom, integrity, responsibility, and human understanding
with spiritual values; to think and to act for themselves, to think
as individuals and not as a group; and to make sound value
judgments. In essence, we want the student to develop as an
individual, to attain his full stature as a person created in the
image of God." This we are doing with commendable success.
I wish to emphasize the portions of the Vice President's Report
which stress the soundness and alertness of our student body;
their academic success and their worthwhile achievements in
other areas of college life. The students of Trinity are an able
and normal group, facing the problems of college in a spirit that
is highly commendable. They give me renewed confidence in the
future of our country.
·
n my humble opinion, Trinity today stands at a cross-roads.
The College is in a unique position to go forward and to
solidify its position as one of the leading liberal arts colleges
in the country. The ground work has been effectively laid during
recent years. The tools are available in our student body, the
faculty and administrative staff, in our alumni and trustees, and
in the prestige which Trinity has developed in the community
and in the academic world. But to take advantage of the opportunity that is ours, the College must, in the years immediately
ahead, strengthen its financial position.
'
All independent colleges and universities-richly endowed
or not-are facing serious financial problems. And Trinity is no
exception. The reason is obvious. I list the spiralling of costs
of all kinds including those of education; the decrease in the
purchasing power of the dollar and in the rate of endowment
income; the impact of staggering taxation which has decreased
materially the number of persons able to contribute substantially

I
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to higher education; the tendency in recent decades to rely
more and more on government for things we should have the
.will to get for ourselves.
But independent education must be preserved. It is the
strongest bulwark of the freedoms on which our nation is built.
Its strength is necessary for the continuance of our republic.
Trinity intends to do its full part to preserve independent education.
.
The College through its newly created Development Office
under the extremely able direction of Mr. Albert E. Holland
aims to increase its financial resources. It intends to do so in a
long-range program over the years, bringing to the . attention
of alumni, friends of the College, firms and corporations and
foundations, the opportunity that exists at Trinity. At this time
the full formulation of our Development Program has not taken
place. In the immediate future, however, we have the following
objectives in mind.

I

n the first place, I mention the teaching program of the College. We intend to provide more adequate salaries for the
members of the Faculty, regular sabbatical leaves. and systematic
support for scholarly and scientific research, as well as more
effective arrangements in regard to pensions. These are matters
that demand top priority. We must be able to attract and to
retain scholars and teachers of the highest competence, and
to provide them with the most effective tools with which to
work. To do this, the College requires added endowment of
$3,000,000.
In the second place, the College needs further endowment for
increased scholarships. We must be in a position to make available to more of our able youth the benefits of a Trinity education, which we do not wish to restrict to those in a financial
position to pay for them. We wish to have on our campus young
men from across the country fully qualified to meet our academic
standards irrespective of their financial position. This also is
a matter of prime importance. During the current year at least
fifty outstanding young men did not come to Trinity because
we were not in a position to provide the financial help they
required. The College will seek an increased endowment of
$2,000,000 for scholarships.
And, again, the College needs to have ·a substantial annual
5

income which can be applied to general operating purposes. I
mention such items as painting, equipment, salaries of technical,
clerical and maintenance employees, building repairs, heating,
fire protection, landscaping, student activities, etc. For general
purposes the College intends to seek for this most worthy cause
an added endowment of $1,500,000.
From the standpoint of buildings, Trinity is, with certain exceptions, in a sound position. There are, however, certain improvements that are essential if the College is to render its maximum service. I list the items which I consider of real importance.
The renovations in Williams Memorial already underway must
be completed in order to provide the further office space so
urgently needed for faculty and administration. The total cost
can be approximately $200,000.
In order to render more effective and complete service to
students, a Student Union is highly essential. I place this high
on the priority list. The cost will be in the neighborhood of
$750,000.
With one exception, the housing of our fraternities is totally
inadequate and in some cases even hazardous. It is important
that this situation •be corrected. The College must adopt, and
in the near future, a long-range program which will provide
requisite housing for our fraternities. I stress this point because
fraternities at Trinity are a useful and worthwhile part of our
College. When this has been accomplished, the College will have
adequate student housing for years to come.
I bring to your attention the importance of providing homes
on the South Campus for some of our faculty. The urgency and
the desirability of such housing become more important each
year. I do not list the contemplated cost of this item.
These are the matters that demand top priority. I do not
list many other items that are important, but which at this time
do not require your urgent attention.

I

n this, my first report to you, I have directed your attention
largely to the financial affairs of the College. I have done so
because they demand our must careful consideration and effective action. The sound plans which are being formulated by the
Development Office of the College and by your Committee on
Development require for success your active and enthusiastic
support. I am confident that this will be forthcoming.
6

I hope that we may in the not too distant future make provisions to pay off the $750,000 which the College borrowed to
finance the new dormitory and the office space in the sub-basement of the new library for the Air Force R. 0. T. C. and the
renovations partially completed in Williams Memorial. The Development Office is planning immediate steps in regard to this
matter.
I express to you my deep gratitude for the splendid and wholehearted support which you have given me during my early
months at Trinity. I look forward with great enthusiasm to working with you in furthering the interests of the College.
Respectfully submitted,
ALBERT

Trinity College
August, 1953
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C. JAcom
President

Report of the Acting President
To The President of Trinity College:
Sir:

I

t is my privilege to submit to you herewith my annual report
as Dean of the College and, in so doing, to take cognizance
of the stewardship entrusted to my care during the greater part
of the academic year just ended. The scope of my report will thus
be larger than usual and I shall venture to concern myself with
matters ordinarily included in the report of the President to the
Trustees.
Despite the unrest abroad in the world during the last year,
there was much evidence that American colleges were continuing
to fulfill their purpose in promoting the intellectual and spiritual
growth of the rising generation. With no thought of smug satisfaction with the progress of higher education in the country at
large and at Trinity in particular, I find some difficulty nevertheless in resolving the apparent conflict between the many manifestations of a lively intellectual curiosity which I could observe on
our campus last year and the allegations which appear on every
hand to the effect that a spirit of anti-intellectualism is dominant in our land and that it is making an indelible imprint on
our young men and women. So far as I have been able to observe,
whatever optimism one can generate in times like these may
well be based on the attitude of our young people. On the whole,
I find them to be level-headed and confident. No stockpile of
bombs, no military preparedness can promise a measure of security for the democratic way of life if any extensive rot has
weakened the spiritual and moral fibres of our leaders of the
future. To me it seems that such is not the case. I am deeply and
favorably impressed by the moral strength of American youth
and by its inquiring and adventurous spirit with regard to
matters of the intellect. We have at least one natural resource
which will not be_exhausted by continued threats of war nor
by the exigencies resulting from the rapid advances of technological development.
8

THE STUDENT BODY
There were 925 candidates for the baccalaureate enrolled in
the College in September, 1952, approximately the same number
as that of the preceding year and in turn, about the same registration that we expect for 1953-54. The size of the College is
thus becoming stable in marked contrast to the fluctuations that
followed World War II. Facilities at Trinity have been adjusted
to be adequate in most respects for a college of our present size,
and our staff is large enough to provide us with a very respectable
ratio of faculty members as compared with the student population. Occasionally an alumnus of some pre-war vintage raises an
eyebrow in my presence and expresses the hope that we are not
planning to become a university. I manage usually to reassure
such people about our motives, I believe. In the first place, it is
literally true that a college of 900 students in 1953 is a small
college in the same sense that applied to a college of 500 in 1940.
A look at the current registrations of most of our sister colleges
will support that statement. Secondly, I am convinced that we
have sacrificed none of the values that constitute the raison
d'etre of Trinity and of the small college in general. A most
generous measure of individual attention is received by a student at Trinity and the student body here is as homogeneous
as ever I saw it in the years before the war. We ham no thought
of growing larger, but I see no prospect of a s!..rinkage in our
size save it be one imposed on us temporarily by conditions beyond our control.
The grade average for the whole college improved last year,
there were more A's and B's and fewer C's and D's, not as many
students were put on probation or required to withdraw, and
the Dean's list reached record proportions. No simple explanation for that occurs to me. There was no sizable influx of veterans
of the Korean war. It could hardly be said that the world's
affairs were in better shape than in the preceding year. Undeniably, nevertheless, one could observe last year a growth among
our undergraduates of interest in matters of the intellect and a
concomitant decrease in the less mature manifestations of college
life. At least, I am reasonably sure that the improvement was
not related to the cycle of the sun spots.
For the third successive year, yet only for the third time within
my memory, the fraternity and club members turned in a better
grade average than that of the non-fraternity men. The Brownell
9

/.

Club led the list of social organizations with the creditable average of 81.0, while Alpha Chi Rho with 80.5 turned in the best
record of the fraternities. Let me add that the fraternities at
Trinity appear to be in a healthy and flourishing condition, both
from their own point of view and from mine as an administrator.
They have been cooperative and sensible and have justified their
existence as an important part of student life. My main concern
has been with the inadequacy of the living quarters in some of
the fraternity houses, a problem which will surely require our
attention in the years to come.
Our programs of intercollegiate and intramural athletics ran
smoothly and without incident. The percentage of Trinity victories in contests with other colleges, 671, was the highest on
record in our annals~ yet not high enough to be disturbing. I
hope that we shall feel just as little concern in the year in which
we win only 33% of our games.
Other student activities were likewise well conducted and
evoked a large amount of interest among our undergraduates.
It is unfair to single out one among the many organizations which
contributed so effectively to the enrichment of campus life, yet
I cannot help being particularly impressed by the remarkable
growth of WRTC. The radio station at Trinity has developed in
the hands of students and in only a few years to a point where
its operations are virtually comparable to those of the better
commercial stations.
Student government with Raymond C. Parrott as President of
the Senate functioned smoothly and efficiently. I commend to you
the work of the Senate and the Medusa, the management of the
Tripod and, indeed, the leaders of all our student activities,
whose combined efforts resulted in an unusually good year in
an area which can reflect a bad as well as a good picture of
Trinity. I commend to you also Dean Joseph C. Clarke, whose
wise and patient counsel continues to bear fruit as he guides unobtrusively but capably the activities of our undergraduates.
TRUSTEES AND ADMINISTRATION
The Executive Committee held regular monthly meetings
throughout the year, and the Investment Committee and the
other committees of the Corporation met frequently and in accordance with the demands of the affairs and duties assigned
to their respective provinces. The actions and recommendations
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of the several committees are a part of the minutes of the four
meetings of the Trustees of Trinity College, held on October 11,
1952, January 10, 1953, April 18, 1953, and June 5, 1953.
At the meeting on October 11, 1952, the Trustees of the College
voted to elect as President of the College Albert C. Jacobs, who
subsequently assumed the duties of his office in March, 1953
and was duly inaugurated on May 16, 1953, as our fourteenth
president. In making my first report to you, President Jacobs, I
am especially pleased to have an opportunity to testify publicly
regarding the unanimous enthusiasm with which the news of
your election was received on all sides in our college community.
I join my friends and colleagues in conveying to you our best
wishes for many happy and fruitful years of service in the presidency of Trinity.
The death of Louis W. Downes, '88, on April 7, 1953, in his
eighty-seventh year, marked the end of his fifth year as a member of the Board and the end of a lifetime of interest in and loyal
service to his alma mater.
At their June meeting, the Trustees received and accepted
with regret the resignation of George S. Stevenson, for seventeen
years a Trustee of the College.
The automatic termination of the trusteeship of Harold L.
Smith, at the end of two terms in the elective office of Alumnus
Trustee was noted by the Board with its sincere gratitude expressed to Mr. Smith for his many noteworthy contributions to
the Board's deliberations.
The election of Hugh S. Campbell, '32, as Alumnus Trustee
was announced at the meeting in June.
My period of service. as Acting President of the College was
particularly pleasant for me as a result of the helpful advice and
the readily proffered assistance of the members of the administrative staff. I commend to you and I express my grateful appreciation to Messrs. J. C. Clarke, A. E. Holland, J. F. Butler, R. M.
Bishop, J. K. Robertson, N. A. Walker, W. ij. Peelle, D. B. Engley,
and J. A. Mason. An objective or even casual survey of the work
of Trinity College will disclose that their services are virtually
invaluable.
THE FACULTY
Including a few officers with various administrative duties, and
disregarding changes that occurred during the academic year,
there were 18 Professors, 12 Associate Professors, 22 Assistant
11

Professors, and 34 Instructors on our staff in 1952-53, a total of
86 available for full-time service, in addition to 4 part-time
teachers.
On sabbatical leave were Professor E. L. Troxell, Christmas
Tenn, who visited the West coast, and Professor · M. S. Allen,
Trinity Term, whose leave was spent in the Mediterranean area.
Professor J. A. Notopoulos was on sabbatical leave in Greece
during the entire year. He had also a Guggenheim fellowship
and he devoted his time to research on the subject of oral epic
poetry. Assistant Professor K. W. Cameron was on leave of absence during 1952-53 to complete his latest book about Emerson.
Changes in our staff last year are listed in the following:
, Dr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Appolntments
Victor Gilpin, Assistant Professor of Chemistry
Robert E. Montgomery, Instructor in Mathematics
Robert M. Rauner (2nd term), Instructor in Economics
John S. Roberts, Jr., Instructor in Gennan
Comstock Small, Instructor in Geology
Anthony J. Russo, Instructor in Engineering

Resignations
Dr. Gerald V. Carroll, Instructor in Geology
Major John B. Folan, Associate Professor of Air Science
Mr. Harold E. Holmdohl, Instructor in Romance Language,
M/Sgt. Robert J. Levine, Instructor in Air Science
Major Robert Mand, Associste Professor of Air Science
Major Mack A. McLain, Associate Professor of Air Science
Dr. Dwight F. Mowery, Jr., Assistant Professor of Chemistry
Captain Richard L. Schmidt, Assistant Professor of Air Science
Mr. John N. Williams, Instructor in Mathematics
Promotions
To Professor
Dr. Sterling B. Smith
To Associate Professor
Dr. Gustave W. Andrian, Romance Languages
Dr. Donald L. Herdman, Education
Dr. Robert P. Waterman, Romance Languages
To Assistant Professor
Dr. Robert C. Black, Ill, History
Mr. Arthur H. Christ, Physical Educatwn
Dr. Norton Downs, History
Dr. Hans F. Frese, German
Mr. Robert F. Kingsbury, Physics
Dr. Richard K. Morris, Education
Mr. Mitchel N. Pappas, Fine Arts
Dr. Richard Scheuch. Economics
Mr. Randall W. Tucker, Economics
Dr. AHred J. Wright, Jr., Romance Languages

12

Leave of absence has been granted for 1953-54 to Assistant
Professor Ralph M. Williams, who will conduct research in problems of remedial reading under the auspices of the Ford Foun. dation. Sabbatical leave for the Trinity Term of next year has
been voted for Professor Lawrence W. Towle who will continue
work on his book on the subject of international trade.
ACADEMIC PROGRAM AND COLLEGE CALENDAR

In accordance with the recommendations of the Curriculum
Committee, the Faculty voted last year to add to the course of
study the following half-courses: Advanced Engineering Drawing and Kinematics; The German "Bildungsroman»; Goethe's
"Faust,; The Golden Age in German Literature; Government, the
Individual and the Community; Italian Renaissance Painting;
Masters of Modern German Drama; Modern German Lyric
Poetry; Modern German "Novelle,'; Schiller and the Humanistic
Ideal in Germany; Trends of Thought in German Literature from
the Earliest Times to the Classical Period; likewise the following
full-year courses: German Conversation and Composition; German Thesis Course; Government Internship; Graphic Arts; Introduction to Writing for Publication; Renaissance Art in N orthem
Europe. Anthropology was changed from the status of a half
course to a full course.
Those items are mentioned here for the sake of the record,
primarily, but also to permit the observation that no major surgical operations were performed on our curriculum. Indeed, none
was even proposed. The new courses added came into existence
in a more or less routine way and call for no special comment.
We added the equivalent of twelve and one half courses, but
many of them are to be given only in alternate years or even
less frequently. We are offering only eight and one half new
courses in 1953-54 and, in the meanwhile, we have dropped five
and one half old courses. Thus the net change is slight.
Perhaps the major academic concern of our Faculty last year
was the adjusting made necessary by the rapid growth of the
R. 0. T. C. Approximately two-thirds of our students were registered in Air Science, which is to say that only one man out
of every three had the opportunity to choose from the elective courses designed for our curriculum. Endless conflicts in
schedules and other difficulties of a mechanical nature kept
13

cropping up throughout the year. The apple cart remained upright, however, in. spite of the gloomy prophecies of the pessimists. It appears in any case at this writing that the current plans
of the Department of Defense will result in a material decrease
in enrollment in R. 0. T. C. next year. The problems that have
perplexed many a faculty committee since the end of World
War II will thus resolve themselves and be replaced no doubt
by others. In midsummer of 1953, for instance, it is not especially
restful to contemplate the possibility of having to absorb in our
academic program and at the eleventh hour dozens or even
hundreds of refugees from the R. 0. T. C. courses. The position
to be taken by our draft boards is not yet clarified, furthermore,
and thus many of our students will be even less certain about
their immediate futures than was true during the Korean War.
Commencement Day until last June was held regularly on the
third Sunday of the month, falling on the 15th in 1952. In an
effort to move the date forward one week, it was held on June
7th in 1953 and the present calendar schedules Commencement
for June 6, 1954. It has been pointed out, however, that the
dates for 1953 and 1954 are not in accordance with a fixed plan
which can be followed uniformly from year to year. The Faculty
recommends, therefore, that Commencements be held henceforth
on the second Sunday in June and, specifically, that Commencement Day next year come on June 13, 1954.
THE ALUMNI
There were seventeen chapters of our Alumni Association in
operation last year. All of them were visited by officers of the
College, thus providing direct contacts with the College for
alumni in the Northeast and the Middle West. We continue to
find a gratifying and loyal interest in the affairs of the College
expressed on all sides by members of our alumni body. The
National Alumni Association, as well as the local bodies, rendered
material assistance to Trinity under the able presidency of Mr.
Harmon T. Barber, '19.
The Alumni Fund, with Mr. George Malcolm-Smith, '25, serving as chairman, reached its record goal of $60,000. The Parents'
Committee, headed by Mr. Charles P. Stewart, the father of
Richard R. Stewart, '53, raised 25.8 per cent of our total fund.
There were 2,2fj/ contributors to the Alumni Fund last year, of
14

whom 223 were parents of young men registered as students at
Trinity. As has long been obvious, the help of the Alumni Fund
is of the utmost importance in insuring the sound operation of the
College, and all of us here at Trinity are grateful not only to the
donors but to the many agents and committee members who gave
liberally of their time and counsel throughout the year.
EVENTS OF THE YEAR
The Committee on Lectures and Entertainment ( Chairman,
Professor Louis H. Naylor) sponsored the following lectures
which were open to students and to the public:
October
November
December
December
February
March
April

9 Drips, Drops, Molecules, and Splashes
Prof. Eric Rogers
13 A Poem in the Making
Prof. Robert P. Warren
2 Economic Prospects of the New
Administration
Prof. Edwin C. Nourse
4 Aristotle in this Modern World
Prof. R. Demos
26 Men and Mines in Chlle
Prof. Clement G. Motten
19 In Defense of Our Time Prof. George Boas
23 Readings and Comments Mr. Ogden Nash ·

The committee arranged also the showing of a series of films,
and a program of musical recitals was offered in the Chapel. The
Faculty conducted a radio program of lectures given every Sunday on station WDRC. The program of Mr. John A. Dando of
our English Department, "Behind the Pages," on station WTIC,
was likewise well received.
Exercises to dedicate the new library building were held in
the Funston Court on November 8, 1952. President Charles W.
Cole of Amherst College was the principal speaker. The dedication of the Archives of the Diocese ·of Connecticut, housed in
our library, took place immediately after the exercises in the
courtyard.
The Class of 1956 along with other _new students was matriculated at exercises in the Chapel on February 12, 1953. Honors
Day ceremonies were conducted by President Jacobs on May
15

14, 1953, at which time thirty-one honors and prizes were awarded to students of the College.
·
The Inauguration of Dr. Albert C. Jacobs as the fourteenth
President of Trinity College took place at ceremonies held on
May 16, 1953. Addresses were delivered from the outdoor pulpit
of the Chapel by President Jacobs and by Dr. Robert L. Johnson.
Public greetings were brought by the Governor, the Mayor, the
Bishop, and by representatives of the Faculty, Students, and
Alumni. We were honored by the attendance of 131 delegates
from our sister colleges and 28 delegates and representatives of
other organizations. Degrees honoris causa were awarded to Earl
D. Babst, Prescott S. Bush, and Robert L. Johnson.
On June 7, 1953, the 127th Commencement of the College included an address by Irving S. Olds and a charge to the Seniors
by John J. McCloy. The Baccalaureate sermon was preached by
the Very Reverend James A. Pike. Honorary degrees were conferred on the speakers and on Paul H. Barbour, '09; John B.
Barnwell, '17; Charles W. Cole; Abraham J. Feldman; Karl Fenning, '03; and William A. Purtell. Degrees earned in course were
awarded as follows: B.A., 130; B.S., 62; M.A., 36; M.S., 2. The
Maria Briggs Keith Memorial Collar, a symbol of the office of
President and the gift of George Keith Funston, '32, was presented and dedicated prior to the awarding of degrees at the
Commencement ceremony.
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
The new library building was opened for use at the beginning
of the academic year and has proved to be an invaluable asset.
The excellent arrangement of its interor makes it a model even
for professional architects and librarians and reflects great credit
upon the careful planning of our Librarian, Mr. Donald B.
Engley. The comfort of the smoking rooms, the privacy of the
carrels have attracted the regular visits of a remarkably large
proportion of our students. To a small extent, indeed, the availability and accessibility of the library at night have reduced the
need for a student union building at Trinity, although such a
building must remain at the top of our list of priorities.
The sub-basement of the library now provides handsome quarters for the AROTC unit. Completed in January at a cost of
$56,100, the construction in the sub-basement has solved finally
one of our more difficult problems regarding space for offices.
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The basic building features needed to convert Williams Memorial into an office building for administration and faculty were
finished during the winter as floors and stairways were erected
in the space which formerly contained the library stacks. The
expense involved was $57,293, which is, unfortunately, only a
fraction of the amount that will be needed for partitions, walls,
tile, furnishings, and the like, both in the former reading room
and in the rest of the building. Work on the renovating of
Williams has stopped, pending the acquisition of funds for its··
completion.
During the winter a sizeable addition to the Hallden Engineering Laboratory was erected by the use of funds given by the
Hallden Machine Company. The new classrooms and laboratory
space were put to use in the second semester and have facilitated greatly the execution of the programs of our Engineering
Department. Our attention must now be turned to providing
more suitable laboratories for Biology, Geology, and Psychology,
all of which have been outgrowing rapidly the space assigned
to them in Boardman Hall.
Having observed in my report last year that a new dormitory
was indispensable, I found that merely by assembling figures
pertaining to enrollment and by reviewing the consequences of
any further delay it was possible to obtain unanimous agreement
about the urgency of our need. The Trustees authorized willingly
the construction of a new building, with discussion limiting
itself to questions regarding the architectural form and the location of the dormitory. It was decided to erect a building similar
to Elton Hall, situated immediately to the east of Elton and
forming with it a small court. A loan was negotiated to obtain
funds for the building, a contract was let, and since mid-winter
we have been watching the progress of construction, realizing
that the dormitory with its accommodations for 137 students
will have to be ready to serve that number of members of our
incoming Freshman Class in September of 1953. Although strikes
and inclement weather brought about delays, it appears at this
writing that the building will be open for occupancy in accordance with our plans.
GIFTS AND BEQUESTS
The faith in our educational program shown by our benefactors
is always most heartening to all members of our college com17

munity. I venture to speak on behalf of all Trinity men in expressing here our gratitude for the generosity of the donors listed in
the following:
RECEIVED DURING THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1953
OTHER THAN ALUMNI FUND GIFTS
Endowment Funds:
Lyman B. Brainerd, '30
Lucy M. Brainerd Scholarship Fund • . • . • . $ 1,520.00
Robert S. Morris, '16
Robert S. Morris Intramural Singing Cup
Fund • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . • . • . .
400.00
Rotary Club of Hartford, Inc.
Charles J, Bennett Scholarship Fund . . • . • 1,000.00
Estate of John Sabine Smith, '63
John Sabine Smith Fund . . • • . . • • • • • • • . .
11.45
Edwin P. Taylor, Jr., '00
Edwin P. Taylor, III, Scholarship Fund
4.02
Isidore Wise, Hon. •49
Isidore Wise Fund . • • • • • . • • • • . • . . • . . • • 5,000.00 $ 7,935.47
Cu"ent and Special Purpose Funds:
Clinton J. Backus, Jr., '09
Clinton Jirah and Carrie Haskins Backus
Loan Fund . . . . • • . . . . • • . • . . . • • . . • . • . • •
500.00
Newton C. and Elsie B. Brainard
toward cost of Williams Memorial
Alterations . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . $2,036.54
Brainard Pulpit Fund • . . . • . • . • 3,589.39 5,625.93
Bern Budd, '08
New Dormitory Fund . • • . . • . . • • • • • . . . . •
1,000.00
John R. Cook, 'IOi
New Dormitory Fund • . • . • . . • • • . . . • • • . • 4,200.00
.Professor Harry Todd Costello
Philosophy Library Fund . • . . . • • . . • . . . . •
600.00
Louis W. Downes, '88
Mary Lois Seagrave Downes Memorial Gateposts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • . . . . • • . . . . . . . .
4,200.00
George M. Ferris, '16
Class of 1916 Memorial Scholarship Fund .
1,000.00
Alfred N. Guertin, '22
Mary Louise Guertin Actuarial Award . . • •
500.00
Karl W. Hallden, '09
Hallden Engineering Laboratory Addition • 25,588.21
Margaret Hallden
Margaret Hallden Scholarship Fund . . . • . •
1,200.00
Industrial Sound Control, Inc.
Engineering Department • • • . • . • • • • • • • • •
666.69
Allen Northey Jones, '17
New Dormitory Fund • • • . • . . • • . . • . . . • • 5,000.00
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Ralph Kolodney
Ralph Kolodney Scholarship Fund
Elizabeth R. Mather ........•............
Robert B. O'Connor, '16
Class of 1916 Memorial Scholarship Fund •.
Estate of Annie E. Trumbull ,
part of Watkinson Library assets •...•...
Anonymous gifts ........•......•........
Miscellaneous gifts ••....•...••.•.••••••.
TOTAL

..............•...... ,, ....•

300.00
27,121.52
500.00
10,483.40
11,775.00
3,700.55

103,961.30
$111,896.77

COLLEGE FINANCES
We operated within our income during the fiscal year just
ended and our books have been closed showing a modest but
hardly comfortable excess of income over expenses, amounting
to approximately $2,000. In the preceding year, we had been able
to accumulate a "profit" adequate to fund for one year a small
but badly needed increase in faculty salaries. The need for the
funding continues as does the need for further increases. I can
see no prospect in the future, however, of our making even small
capital expenditures out of operating income.
The College has assumed an indebtedness of $750,000, representing in one package the cost of our new dormitory and the
indebtedness which had previously been incurred under the
security of our Hamlin Fund. The net income produced by the
dormitory will be only a small part of the annual cost of amortization and interest charges during the twenty-year life of our
indenture. An inescapable conclusion is that the College will
have to engage in a campaign for funds not only to recover the
equivalent of the capital expenditures already consummated but
to strengthen well beyond that point its financial position. Without, a successful campaign we should find ourselves severely
handicapped in these times of high costs which are not compensated for by a similar increase in our income.
Our tuition charge for next year has been raised from $600 to
$650, and an increase of $50, on the average, ·has also been
authorized in our charges for dormitory accommodations. However, the raise was in no way associated with the construction of
a dormitory last year. It would have been necessary to increase
our charges merely to preserve the status quo, and it would
have been possible easily to justify such an increase two or three
years ago. We have preferred instead to effect every economy
19

first and to delay as long as possible the inevitable recognition
of the effects of higher costs in the post-war years.
CONCLUSION
In retrospect, I can think of no major decision made during
the period while I served as Acting President which I should
now like to reverse if I were granted a second guess. There is
somewhat more modesty in that statement than might appear
at first glance, I hasten to say, since I recognize very clearly to
what extent I have always depended on the readily proffered
advice and aid of my associates. I am grateful for the cooperation
and understanding of the Trustees of the College and for the
assistance and many kindnesses of my colleagues on the Faculty
and our administrative staff. Our combined efforts have, I think,
kept the good ship Trinity from springing any leaks and under
full sail. As far as I can tell by dead reckoning, she has made
satisfactory progress on the correct course. I cannot hazard · a
guess about the weather in store for us, but I am glad to tum
the helm over to you.
Respectfully submitted,

ARTHUR HowARD HucHF.S
Vice President and Dean
Trinity College
August, 1953
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PRNATE COLLEGES COULD NOT LONG ENDURE without the support of their sons and friends. Indeed, Trinity
College is a lioing memorial to men and women who bequeathed
their worldly goods to planting the seeds of freedom and knowledge in successive generations of young men. For the assistance
of alumni and friends who desire to provide by will or deed for
gifts to the College, the following newly drafted forms are
suggested:
( Gift for General Purposes)
I GIVE, DEVISE AND BEQUEATH TO TRUSTEES OF TRINITY COLLEGE, A
CORPORATION EXISTING UNDER AND BY vmTUE OF A SPECIAL Acr OF
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT AND LOCATED
IN THE CITY AND COUNTY OF HARTFORD, STATE OF CONNF.CTICUT,
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• DOLLARS
( OR OTHERWISE DESCRIBE THE GIFT) TO BE USED ( or, THE INCOME TO
BE USED) AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CORPORATION.

( Gift for Specmed Purpose)
I GIVE, DEVISE AND BEQUEATH TO TRUSTEES OF TRINITY COLLEGE, A
CORPORATION EXISTING UNDER AND BY vmTUE OF A SPECIAL Acr OF
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT AND LOCATED
IN THE CITY AND COUNTY OF DARTFORD, STATE OF CONNF.CTICUT,
••••••••••••••••••• • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . DOLLARS
( OR OTHERWISE DESCRIBE THE GIFT) TO BE USED ( or, THE INCOME TO
BE USED) FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES: ( HERE SPECIFY THE PUilPOSES FOR WIDCB THE GIFT ( OR THE INCOME THEREFROM) IS TO BE
USED).

It is desirable that the College be given considerable latitude
in the use of any fund so that a change of circumstances will not
impair the usefulness of the gift.
In o/der to insure compliance with all requirements of the law
of the state in which the donor resides, it is recommended that
the will or deed be prepared and its execution superoised by a
lawyer. The Treasurer of the College will be glad to collaborate
in the drafting of language appropriate to cany out the desires
of the donor.

